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Finally, doctors face nonpayment by pa-

tients with ObamaCare. These patients may 
or may not be paying their premiums, and 
we have no way of verifying this. No business 
can operate with that much uncertainty. 

On behalf of the medical profession, I ask 
that Washington stop the implementation of 
the ICD–10 coding system, repeal the Afford-
able Care Act, and replace it with a better 
law written with the input of real doctors 
who will actually treat patients covered by 
it. 

America has enjoyed the best health care 
the world has ever known. That health care 
is in jeopardy because physicians cannot sur-
vive Washington’s ‘‘war on doctors’’ without 
relief. 

Eventually the problems for doctors will 
become problems for patients, and we are all 
patients at some point. 

Sincerely yours, 
Dr. Marlin Gill of Decatur, Alabama. 

Madam Speaker, America should 
heed the warnings of Dr. Marlin Gill of 
Decatur, Alabama. Failure to do so 
risks unnecessary patient deaths while 
destroying the best health care system 
the world has ever known. 
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HONORING GRACIELA TISCARENO- 
SATO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SWALWELL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. 
Madam Speaker, today I rise to cele-
brate the work and achievements of a 
local Hayward veteran and business-
woman, Graciela Tiscareno-Sato. I was 
honored to meet with her yesterday in 
my office. 

Before coming to my office, Graciela 
was recognized by the White House as 
one of 10 Women Veteran Leader Cham-
pions of Change for the work of her 
Hayward business, the Gracefully Glob-
al Group. It produces books and edu-
cational materials highlighting the 
positive contributions of Latinos. 

The daughter of Mexican immi-
grants, Graciela received an Air Force 
ROTC scholarship to attend the Uni-
versity of California Berkeley, where 
she obtained a degree in environmental 
design and architecture. 

Graciela then served 9 years on Ac-
tive Duty in the Air Force as an offi-
cer, receiving the Air Medal for combat 
air operations during the Iraq war. 

Graciela is also a mom, and a fierce 
advocate for her oldest daughter, who 
has been blind since birth. I asked 
Graciela how she has accomplished so 
much for being so young. She gave me 
one word: tenacity. 

Graciela brings her heritage and ex-
perience to work writing educational 
books for children. One of her most re-
cent bilingual books is titled ‘‘Good 
Night Captain Mama,’’ and it tells the 
story of a mother’s service as a pilot in 
the Air Force, and it is the first bilin-
gual children’s book about a woman 
serving in the military. 

Graciela is also committed to bring-
ing jobs and economic development to 
her hometown of Hayward. I look for-
ward to working together with her to 

accomplish this goal. Graciela’s story 
is truly one of resilience and deter-
mination, or, as she would put it, te-
nacity. Thank you, Graciela, for bring-
ing positive examples of Latinos to 
schools and inspiring young students 
across the world. And congratulations 
on your much-deserved recognition by 
the White House. 

I am proud to represent Graciela 
Tiscareno-Sato: veteran, business 
owner, daughter of immigrants, moth-
er. Your work is inspiring to the next 
generation of leaders who want to 
dream big and reach for the stars. 
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WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BROOKS of Alabama). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentlewoman from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACK) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. BLACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in celebration of Women’s His-
tory Month. Our Nation is blessed to 
have so many women who have played 
important roles in its formation across 
the country. 

I want to highlight one particular 
Renaissance woman from my neck of 
the woods, Tennessee. 

My home in Gallatin has a special 
significance to me in that it resides on 
the property that used to be known as 
the Fairvue house, which was eventu-
ally sold off and broken apart. One 
resident of Fairvue was a particularly 
notable woman by the name of Miss 
Ellen Stokes Wemyss, and to say that 
she lived a notable life would be an un-
derstatement. 

Born in 1895, Miss Wemyss lived a 
long, eventful life until she passed 
away in 2001 at the age of 106. 

b 1030 
Over the course of her life, she 

marched in the Nashville Suffragette 
Parade, flew in an early airplane, and 
rode her horse into her eighties. 

Miss Wymess was an avid traveler 
who explored glaciers in Alaska and bi-
cycled in France through her eighties. 
She even worked her plantation farm 
well into her nineties. 

When she wasn’t working or embark-
ing on adventures, she was giving back 
to our community, including giving to 
Volunteer State Community College, 
the Gallatin Day Care Center, Sumner 
Academy Day School, Sumner County 
Public Library, among many other 
local organizations. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Miss 
Wymess several years ago before she 
passed away, and it gives me great 
pleasure to have the opportunity to 
share just a peek of her wonderful life 
here on the House floor. 

As we celebrate Women’s History 
Month, I encourage everyone to think 
about a role a woman has played in our 
rich American history. 

f 

FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THE CLEANUP OF VIEQUES AND 
CULEBRA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Puerto Rico (Mr. PIERLUISI) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PIERLUISI. Mr. Speaker, 
Vieques and Culebra are two island mu-
nicipalities of Puerto Rico. Each is 
home to beautiful beaches, to rich ani-
mal and plant life, and to warm, wel-
coming people. 

For decades, the two islands were 
used as military training ranges. The 
U.S. citizens living in Vieques and 
Culebra were required to make tremen-
dous sacrifices to ensure the readiness 
of our Armed Forces and to enhance 
our national defense. 

Although Vieques and Culebra are no 
longer used for training purposes, both 
islands bear the scars of their past. 
Some of those scars are easy to see, 
like the impact of bombing on the once 
pristine landscape or like the threat 
that unexploded bombs in the ground 
and surrounding waters currently pose 
to the safety of residents and visitors. 

Other scars might be more difficult 
to discern, like the effect that bomb-
ing-related contamination may have 
had on public health, particularly in 
Vieques. 

The Department of Defense is cur-
rently conducting decontamination op-
erations in both Vieques and Culebra. 
The cleanup of Vieques is being con-
ducted by the Navy, while the cleanup 
of Culebra is being carried out by the 
Corps of Engineers. 

Several days ago, I wrote a letter to 
the Secretary of Defense about DOD’s 
responsibilities with respect to Vieques 
and Culebra. The letter, which was 
signed by 16 of my colleagues in the 
House and Senate, makes three specific 
requests. 

First, although many years have 
passed since the military stopped con-
ducting training exercises on Culebra 
and Vieques, there are still meaningful 
gaps in information about the types 
and amounts of munitions used on both 
islands. 

My constituents have a compelling 
interest in knowing which types of 
weapons were used, where they were 
used, and in what volume they were 
used. 

Congress agrees. As a result of bi-
cameral efforts, the report accom-
panying the 2014 National Defense Au-
thorization Act encourages DOD to 
make public all of its historical docu-
ments related to its training activities 
on both islands. 

Our letter to the Secretary requests 
an update about how DOD intends to 
implement this Congressional language 
and strongly urges DOD to collect, or-
ganize, and publish the relevant docu-
ments on the Internet in a single loca-
tion. 

Second, the report accompanying the 
2014 Defense Appropriations Act en-
courages DOD to accelerate cleanup ef-
forts on Vieques. Therefore, my col-
leagues and I also urged the Secretary 
of Defense to implement this Congres-
sional guidance by allocating the fund-
ing necessary to complete the cleanup 
of Vieques as rapidly as possible. 
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Finally, the letter reminds the Sec-

retary that there is a serious public 
safety threat in Culebra that requires 
resolution. As a result of a rigid legal 
interpretation, DOD refuses to fund the 
cleanup of a 400-acre parcel that for-
merly served as the bombardment zone 
and which now has popular beaches, pe-
destrian walkways, and campgrounds. 

This is unacceptable. Since 1995, 
there have been over 70 incidents in 
which members of the public have en-
countered unexploded bombs in this 
part of Culebra that could have caused 
them great harm. 

Last March, a young girl visiting a 
Culebra beach suffered burns after she 
picked up an artillery shell containing 
white phosphorous. 

Earlier this year, local authorities 
had to close the same Culebra beach 
when a 100-pound unexploded bomb was 
discovered underwater close to shore. 

I have filed multiple bills to require 
DOD to fund the cleanup of this parcel 
and to remove this public safety 
threat, but DOD has opposed my ef-
forts. The letter urges DOD to recon-
sider its position in this matter. 

The use of Vieques and Culebra as 
training ranges may have ceased, but 
the legacy of such use must be ad-
dressed by DOD. Working with my col-
leagues, I will continue to do every-
thing within my power to ensure that 
DOD fulfills its legal and moral respon-
sibilities. 
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CONGRATULATING UNIVERSITY OF 
KENTUCKY WILDCATS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BLACK). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, when it 
comes to college basketball, there is 
simply no place like my old Kentucky 
home. 

I rise with the distinct honor of con-
gratulating my hometown University 
of Kentucky Wildcats men’s basketball 
team on moving on to the Sweet 16 in 
the 2014 Men’s Division I Basketball 
Tournament. 

This season has had its ups and 
downs, but this group of young men— 
the youngest average age of any team 
in the tournament—is coalescing at 
just the right time. 

This momentum is a testament to 
the players’ willingness to put team 
ahead of self—a lesson we here in Con-
gress could stand to learn from—and 
the ability of Coach John Calipari and 
his staff to mold raw talent into a co-
hesive, disciplined attack on both the 
defensive and offensive ends of the 
court in just a few short months. 

Hard-fought victories by these Wild-
cats over Kansas State and an un-
beaten Wichita State team—a very lik-
able team—have set up what might 
well be the main event of the entire 
tournament, not just for residents of 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, but 
for college basketball fans all around 
this country—a rematch between the 

University of Kentucky and the Uni-
versity of Louisville, the two previous 
national champions. 

With all due respect to Duke and 
North Carolina, the University of Ken-
tucky-University of Louisville rivalry 
is the greatest and most competitive 
rivalry in all of college basketball. One 
of the reasons for this is this is a non-
conference rivalry. After the original 
dream game in 1983, the general assem-
bly of Kentucky mandated in State law 
that these two great programs in col-
lege basketball play against one an-
other each and every year. 

Our Wildcats won the meeting earlier 
this season between these two squads 
and are now looking to repeat the 
events of the 2012 tournament in which 
a victory over archrival Louisville in 
the Final Four paved the way for the 
University of Kentucky’s eighth na-
tional championship. 

This year’s young Cats were second 
in the Southeastern Conference in av-
erage points scored and fourth in terms 
of points allowed, demonstrating that 
their physical play is equal oppor-
tunity on offense and defense. 

Both statistics are grounded in these 
players’ ability to pound the glass for 
rebounds, led by forward Julius Randle, 
who has averaged a double-double all 
season and routinely finds ways to re-
bound and drive when double-, triple-, 
or even quadruple-teamed. 

While Randle and other big men—in-
cluding freshman Dakari Johnson and 
future draft prospect Willie Cauley- 
Stein—collapse opponents’ defenses, 
the outside shooting threats of twins 
Aaron and Andrew Harrison and James 
Young keep the Cats a threat from the 
perimeter. 

As any college basketball fan can tell 
you, these young men have a lot to live 
up to, given the legacy of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and the lofty expecta-
tions of the most passionate fan base in 
all of college basketball, the Big Blue 
Nation. 

The Wildcats represent the greatest 
tradition in the history of college bas-
ketball as the winningest program of 
all time, in both the number of total 
wins and total win percentage. 

As Coach Cal said at the beginning of 
the season: 

Kentucky doesn’t just play college basket-
ball; we are college basketball. 

Even former coach and current Lou-
isville coach Rick Pitino said that the 
University of Kentucky is the Roman 
Empire of college basketball. 

This new batch of Cats, young as 
they are, has already lived up to this 
imposing pedigree. While Friday’s 
game against Louisville will be a sig-
nificant challenge, I know it will be 
‘‘On, On, U of K’’ to the Elite Eight and 
the Final Four; and I know, for many 
in the Bluegrass, a win over the Car-
dinals will be enough to call this sea-
son a success. 

In fact, I am so confident this game 
will go in favor of the Wildcats that I 
have made a friendly wager of locally 
distilled Kentucky bourbon with my 

good friend, the Member from Louis-
ville, JOHN YARMUTH. 

While he thinks I will be eating crow, 
I am pretty sure that the Wildcats will 
be eating some Cardinal come Friday 
night. 
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REFORM THE MILITARY SYSTEM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, last 
week, as the world watched in disbelief, 
the trial of Brigadier General Sinclair 
concluded much as it began, flawed and 
unjust. 

Even with the world watching, the 
military once again demonstrated its 
outright incompetence at admin-
istering justice. 

Brigadier General Sinclair walked 
out of the court a free man, even 
though he had pled guilty to these 
charges: 

He pled guilty to an inappropriate re-
lationship with his accuser; an inappro-
priate relationship with another female 
Army captain; an inappropriate rela-
tionship with a female Army major; 
possessing and displaying pornographic 
images and videos on his computer in 
Afghanistan. 

He pled guilty to using a govern-
ment-issued travel card for personal 
purposes for a trip to Tucson, Arizona, 
and a trip to Fort Hood, Texas, to see 
his mistress. 

He pled guilty to attempting to start 
an inappropriate relationship with a fe-
male Army lieutenant; sexually ex-
plicit communications with a female 
Army major, requesting and receiving 
nude photos and a sexually explicit 
video of her. 

He pled guilty to vulgar language to 
describe female staff officers; impeding 
an investigation; and adultery with his 
accuser. 

Again, these aren’t the charges the 
judge found Sinclair innocent of, but 
all of the charges Sinclair pled guilty 
to. 

His punishment? No demotion in 
rank, no forced retirement, no jail 
time. 

Instead, a small fine that he will pay 
with his generous taxpayer-funded pen-
sion and a potent message to those 
that are thinking of coming forward: 
you will be dragged through the mud, 
and you will be punished, not the per-
petrator. 

A civilian would have been fired. The 
misuse of government funds and the 
gross misconduct by General Sinclair, 
who pled guilty to all of those charges, 
should have been more than enough to 
fire him. 

I would like to say that I was 
shocked by this unconscionable deci-
sion, but after working on this issue 
for 3 years, I have learned that this 
pattern is the rule, not the exception. 

Whether the Army intended it or not, 
this was a high-profile test case for 
whether the military can hold its high-
est officers accountable for committing 
serious offenses. It failed. 
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